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SEASONS GREETINGS
We have come to the end of a very successful year. It is great to see how much all
our conservancies are doing to save our precious Biodiversity.
I would like to wish you all a Happy Christmas and Peaceful New Year.
Continue with the excellent work you are doing in our conservancies in 2015 !!

National Environmental Crimes & Incidents Hotline 0800 205 005

7
8

This is a 24hr Hotline operated independently for the Department of Environmental
Affairs (DEA) since about 2005. This is the only reporting mechanism for violations
of environmental laws where reports are centrally collated, counted and published annually in the National Environmental Compliance and Enforcement Report.
When you call this Hotline, all the details of your report will be taken by a trained operator, and you will be allocated a reference number for your complaint. You can also
email photographs to be linked to the complaint. You can choose to remain anonymous. On receipt of a complaint, the DEA refers reports either internally, or to the
correct national, provincial or local authority, for action. With your reference number,
at least in principle, you are also able to call the line again for feedback 6-8 weeks
later. Urgent reports are escalated to managers who contact the DEA directly.

CARNIVORES IN OUR SUBURBS SEE MORE ON PAGE 8

Johannesburg Metro Police were called out to Von Wielligh Street Johannesburg on the 5th December
They are assuming that the animal is a Serval, as it has all the characteristics
of a Serval, but can only confirm what the animal is once post-mortem re9
sults have been concluded. The wound they discovered suggests the animal was either stabbed or run over by a car. Investigations are expected to
10
confirm what the animal was, how and when it was killed, and why it was
dumped on a busy city street.
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IN MEMORY OF JEAN LINDSAY
“We at NACSA and GCSA will never forget the role you played in conservation. You were one
of the world’s most dedicated conservationists. Your name will always be carved into our
hearts and your legacy etched into our minds. We had fun together. We laughed a lot. The
story of your life was a rich one, rich with changes you made with your own hands. You
helped change the world to be a better place.

How can we
forget you when
you left so much
for us to
remember.
We will miss you
so very much.
Your positive
input and advice.
Your willingness
to help.
No project was
ever too big for
you.
Rest in peace
now, our partner
and precious
friend in
conservation.

For more than 15 years Jean promoted urban conservancies and conservation in urban areas. In 1988 she was presented with an M-Net Green Trust Award on behalf of the Wildlife
Society for her contribution to the work on the Metropolitan Open Space System. In 1993 her
work with the Fulton School for the Deaf's Recycling Project resulted in the school being one
of the finalists in the M-Net green Trust Award. In 1997 Jean retired after 30 years of teaching
to pursue her interests in nature conservation and broader environmental issues. In 1999 she
won the KZN Wildlife Conservation Award, in the Individual Category, in recognition of outstanding commitment and contribution to the natural environment of KZN. Also in 1999 the
Inner West City Council of Durban paid tribute to her for her service to the broader community
in her conservation work.
In 2003 Jean was a founding member of NACSA. Jean received the Chairman’s Award and
the Hardekool Award for lifelong dedication to conservancies and conservation from NACSA.
In 2003 Jean won the WESSA Conservationist of the Year Award and in 2009 the Kudu
Award from National Parks. She sat on a number of committees in various environmental associations, from Wessa and EEASA to The Natal Bird Club, KwaZulu Recycling Forum, EKZN
Wildlife Honorary Officers and was the Chairperson of the New Germany Conservancy and
KZN Conservancies Association.
She was an environmental consultant for awhile and an eThekwini Municipal Councillor.
When she was not editing the Guinea Fowl Magazine, conducting "froggy operatics", fighting
unscrupulous developers or keeping the various government departments on their toes, she
kept fit by hiking, scuba diving and mountain climbing.

Yebbo Gogga Yebo amaBlomo
Yebo Gogga, Yebo amaBlomo, crammed into two floors of the Oppenheimer Life
Sciences building at Wits University, proved to be a huge hit with everyone who
attended. The 2014 exhibition theme “Rainbow World” aimed at educating children
on topics ranging from butterflies and South African dinosaurs, to the rhino horn
poaching crisis.
The GCSA & NACSSA display drew huge crowds of fascinated children, teachers
and parents alike. The traps & snares might seem gruesome but they encourage
open discussions on poaching and protecting our wildlife. The addition of a wonderful collection of donated skulls drew many guesses as to what animal they belonged to and as always opened discussions on how we can best protect our ever
dwindling biodiversity.
We were joined by Joanne, Dave and Connor Smith from St Dunstan’s School Conservancy. They shared their insight and tips on successful recycling and the benefits, especially for the school children and therefore parents, of being a conservancy.
Ilonka and Mike from SaveMe Reptile & Exotic’s Rescue joined us and brought
with them several of their “babies” which they allowed the children to hold and
overcome many fears. Duwayne and Ingrid also shared their knowledge on caring
for unusual pets and brought along several of them for the children to hold and enjoy.
Thanks also to Lorenz Weissenbacher for transporting all our paraphernalia and setting up our displays and to Joy Waugh and Lucy Clift for helping at the exhibition,
it is greatly appreciated.
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GOOD MEMORIES WITH JEAN
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Snippets from around the Province
CULLINAN

THORNTREE

Cullinan Conservancy visited the
Italian War Memorial at Zonderwater. We had guests from Seringveld and Sable Hills Conservancies
as well as Friends of the Rail and
Cullinan Heritage Society. Emilio
Coccio the curator of the War Memorial gave us a tour & explained
the history of the Italian Prisoners of
War and their contribution to the
area.

A beautiful Large Spotted Genet
(seen on the left) was found dead
in Thorntree Conservancy and preserved by Savuti Taxidermy.
Thank you so much for your wonderful work and your generous donation to Gauteng Conservancy &
Stewardship Association, it is so
appreciated !!

The Cullinan Conservancy with the
assistance of Working for Water
have been evaluating the sites where
biological control was released on
Bug weed, and Prickly pear. The
results are very positive and brought
a smile of satisfaction to our faces.
Knowing that the biological control
insects are very sensitive to smoke
and fire we are working closely with
the Fire Protection Association to
cut and burn fire breaks in a radius
of 600m’s from our release sites.

Large Spotted Genet in Thorntree

She will be used to educate thousands of children who pass through
the Yebo Gogga Yebo amaBlomo
exhibition. This is held annually at
the Oppenheimer Life Sciences
building at Wits University.

Leopard Cub in Drumblade

Small Spotted Genet in Drumblade

DRUMBLADE
Genets in the back-yard
Looks like a cat, climbs trees like a cat, gives you that same disdainful look a cat would – but it is a Genet (the Small Spotted
Genet). They are secretive and nocturnal and probably on everyone’s plot, we just hardly see them. Some people know they are
there, Ann Clarke has one living on her patio roof (it’s tail often
hangs over the edge of the roof) others, like Hans Houniet, are
lucky to get close enough to take fabulous photos like the one
above.
Leopards in the living room!
This delightful little guy (pictured above) has been growing up
here in Drumblade. From a little ball of fluff to a ‘teenager’ he has
learnt to stalk, pounce and bite. His baby time is over and he will
now be relocated to his permanent home on a game farm north of
Pretoria.

We are still receiving and rehabilitating large tortoises, owls, snakes
& mammals. Veld fires have been
particularly bad this year, with
much loss of life and grazing.
Thanks to our very active Fire Protection Association Members (FPA
7) who react so quickly when
called upon.
The Walkerville/De Deur Landfill
site has been a huge cause for concern and due to public demand a
monitoring committee has been put
in place to help improve the situation. This is ongoing but hopefully
will make a difference.

Giant African Bull Frog
(Pyxicephalus adspersus)
numerous seen in the
greater Walkerville area
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Snippets from around the Province
KORSMAN
Resident clears invasive vegetation:
Resident Thinus Crous approached the Committee for permission to remove alien invasive vegetation inside the Conservancy in front of his property. His work is ongoing and we are liaising with him on identifying invasives. Already with less bush and shorter grass, there is an increase in foraging birds such as
Guinea Fowl and Francolin.
Sightings at Korsman
During summer, we had regular visits by the Long-Crested Eagle and a family of Gymnogenes with their
juvenile.

SERINGVELD
The Seringveld experienced its worst veld fire in twenty years in September 2013. Driven by a strong
south westerly wind the fire burnt very hot. The devastation was immense, especially around old trees
where thick mulch lay around their trunks. The soil in circles of two to three meters around the trunks were
sterilized. Nothing grew after the first rains. Pioneer grasses colonised the barren patches from late summer. The fire was started by workers burning rubbish in the strong wind. The same thing happened again
in June 2014. Sensitising and educating the community remains a priority.
Pom-pom, bug-weed and lantana are spreading on many plots in spite of a valiant effort by several conscientious owners. If working for water could make herbicides available, backed by law enforcement, successful eradication will be possible.
The cattle and sheep feedlots and abattoirs are increasing their footprint. New environmental impact studies and water use licence applications are in process. We are saddened by their relentless encroachment
on the environment, over several years, without having finalised permission.
One of the sand mines in the Seringveld has exhausted its sand reserves. However, the processing plant
is continuing its operation with sand trucked in from Brandbach, doubling the heavy traffic on the Boekenhoutskloof road. The mine owner has done sterling work to rehabilitate the lunar landscape with topsoil,
grass and trees. It is a good example of what can be effected.

Johannesburg, December 4, 2014 ‐ a Conservancy Established for
the Melrose and Birdhaven Suburbs. A general meeting was held
on December 4, 2014 to establish iHlathi (ʹthe forestʹ in isiZulu), a
conservancy for the Birdhaven, Melrose, Melrose Estate and Mel‐
rose North suburbs of Johannesburg.
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Events and Notices
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Please send
us your
important
dates for
inclusion in
our
newsletters







2 February : World Wetlands Day
12 March : World Planting Day
1 - 7 April : National Arbor week
11 - 12 April : Walkerville AgriculturalShow
22 April : Earth Day

The Bird of the Year for 2015 is South Africa's
national bird, the Blue Crane.
For more information regarding Conservancy events,
e-mail conservancies@conservancies.org

GCSA Library
Update
Latest rare books donated

Don’t let your
valuable book
collection
go to waste,
donate them
to our library

The Succulent Euphorbieae
Southern Africa 1941
Volumes 1 and 2
We also have a huge selection of
South African Africana
Olden Times in Zululand
and Natal 1929
If you have any environmental,
agricultural or Africana books
we would
appreciate it if you would consider
donating them to our Library.
These books are part of our
Heritage!!

Extensive full-colour Atlas and Red List of
the Reptiles of South Africa, Lesotho and
Swaziland, recently acquired for the
GCSA/NACSSA Library
It took 7 editors and 26 authors nine years to
compile the first reptile atlas for all reptiles
found on the southern tip of Africa. For one
of the editors and authors, Associate Professor Graham Alexander, from the School of
Animal, Plant and Environmental Sciences at
Wits University, it is his brainchild and a giant step forward in the conservation and protection of these cold-bloodied creatures.
Data was sourced from about 400 people and
14 organisations. The bulk came from museums and nature conservation agencies, private
collections, academic institutions and published literature.
With a 25 percent increase in the number of
recognised species since 1988, it was felt that
the public needed to be involved and 61 volunteer field workers assisted in 24 field surveys over three summers, from 2005 to 2008,
about 270 days of sampling.
It also led to the SARCA Virtual Museum,
where the public could submit photographic
records of reptiles and where a panel of 20
experts could identify them.
The Virtual Museum will continue and be
managed by the Animal Demography Unit at
UCT. The Virtual Museum concept is now
being used for other atlases. www.adu.org.za
Star 2014
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Acronyms!! What do they mean?
NACSSA
GCSA
WESSA
WWF
EWT
IUCN
GDARD
DMR
DAFF
DEA
DST
EIA
I&AP
SLAPP
DFA
NEMA
CITES
PROA
PHRAG

National Association of Conservancies & Stewardships of SA
Gauteng Conservancy & Stewardship Association
Wildlife and Environment Society South Africa
World Wildlife Fund
Endangered Wildlife Trust
The World Conservation Union
Gauteng Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
Department of Minerals Resources
Department of Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries
Department of Environmental Affairs
Department of Science and Technology
Environmental Impact Assessment
Interested and Affected Party
Strategic Litigation Against Public Participants
Development Facilitation Act
National Environment Management Act
Convention of International Trade In Endangered Species
The Private Rhino Owners Association
Provincial Heritage Resources Authority Gauteng

Let us know if
you find
interesting
web sites and
acronyms not
included on
our list

Interesting Web Sites
www.earth911.org
www.treesocietysa.org
www.mycarbondebt.com
www.treehugger.com
www.freeme.org.za
www.wetlands.za.net
Africa’s first on-line science magazine
www.scienceinafrica.co.za
Department of Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries
www.daff.gov.za
Department of Enviromental Affairs
www.environment.gov.za

Department of Mineral Resources
www.dmr.gov.za
Department of Water Affairs
www.dwa.gov.za
News affecting Environment today
www.wessa.org.za
Conservancy and Environmental
news
http://www.chroniclesa.co.za
Plastic Pollution has become a man
-made global catastrophe
http://www.plasticoceans.net/
Gauteng Smallholder
www.sasmallholder.co.za

This is the Conservancies Newsletter for and by the
Conservancies
Please send us your news and
notices of events for inclusion in
“Ear to the Ground”. This enewsletter goes to all the Gauteng conservancies and to a long
list of “friends of conservancies” plus other interested people. The list grows by the
day. If you would like to contact any of the conservancies or
people mentioned in this “Ear”,
let us know.

e-mail
conservancies@conservancies.org

Postal
PO Box 1552
Walkerville
1876

Mole Snake
(Pseudaspis cana)
This snake is widely distributed in Gauteng, its habitat is
sandy scrub land, highland
grasslands, desert regions.
In Walkers Fruit Farms 2 large
specimens of approximately 2
meters have recently been
seen.
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CARNIVORES IN OUR SUBURBS
Dr Brian Kuhn, who runs the Urban Hyena Research Project, has over the past six years deployed motion-sensor activated camera traps at more than 12 sites in the Cradle of Humankind. His research is now
providing a rare and surprising glimpse into the nocturnal jaunts of the major carnivores and smaller
mammals living on the outskirts of Johannesburg.
Leopard, Brown Hyena, Black-backed Jackal, Honey Badgers, Caracal and Serval have all been captured
on film, from the Cradle to Kloofendal. They possess an incredible ability to adapt, and survive, despite
human encroachment and lingering persecution. “Hyenas in urban areas are more common than most
people realise” points out Kuhn, a palaeozoology researcher at Wits University, who hails from the US.
In a single night a hyena can roam 60km in search of food. He says they routinely cut through the rocky
Constantia Kloof region and feast on dustbins in Krugersdorp, where locals report regular sightings.
Kuhn believes there are only a handful of leopard left in the Cradle “I know of one big male (weighing
65Kg), who died recently in a snare. There have been sightings in Walter Sisulu National Botanical Gardens and Little Falls.”
Kuhn’s paper, A Preliminary Assessment of the Carnivore Community Outside Johannesburg SA, is about
to be published in the South African Journal of Wildlife Research, and in it, he writes how the Cradle of
Humankind is well-known for its numerous fossil sites, but little is known about its current carnivore diversity.
Kuhn believes that there is no danger to humans as these elusive animals are expert at avoiding us. Hyenas are scavengers and leopard, caracal and jackal most likely hunt rabbit and hares.
Kuhn says if you see one moving quietly through your neighborhood don’t chase it in your car, rather take
a photo and move on. Consider yourself lucky you saw this animal. Don’t repeat what happened to “Juno”
the juvenile who wandered into the city and was chased and tweeted until panicked and paws bleeding
was captured in Blairgowrie and taken to a protected nature reserve in the North West, as her clan was
unknown.
He dreams of raising the funds to fit satellite radio collars to track the hyenas and leopards and document
their movements into the city. But to date has not had any luck in obtaining funding.
At the moment these animals are fine because they are using the green belts and they can navigate the city
and avoid people. “But every month you look at areas like the West Rand and there are more developments going up. The green belts are getting smaller. It won’t be long before they have no place to go,
Sat Star 12/04/2014
unless something changes and land is set aside and conserved for these animals.”

URBAN OWL BOX PROJECT
Spotted Eagle Owls are found throughout Johannesburg, explains Jonathan Haw, the founder of EcoSolutions, which runs its Urban Owl Box
Project. “This year we have 40 occupied owl boxes around Joburg”.
In the past decade, the company has educated 50 000 children and set-up
owl boxes in 36 schools in townships from Alexandra to Sebokeng.
For more information on the Urban Owl Box Project, email
info@ecosolutions.co.za
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HUNTING AS A WAY TO SAVE OUR WILDLIFE
There are probably as many arguments for trophy hunting as there are against it. Environmental historian
Professor Jane Carruthers has estimated that South Africa had about 500,000 large wild mammals in 1966
the number had risen to 18.6 million by 2007. South Africa has not had that much game in 100 years.
Professor John Hanks former head of WWF says the number of game farms, where recreational hunting is
often used to keep game numbers within the farm’s carrying capacity, has risen from fewer than 5 000 in
2002 to more than 12 000 today. Hanks a scientist, believes conservationists must recognise the positive
role hunting is playing in South Africa and Namibia. They are the only two African countries that have
shown substantial growth in wildlife populations.
South Africa’s hunting industry is bringing in more than R8 billion annually and injecting funds into conservation and communities on a scale never before experienced. Kenya banned hunting in 1977, seventy
percent of it’s wildlife is now gone and the rural communities who once benefited with meat, money, jobs
and anti-poaching surveillance now poach these areas themselves.
In Zambia where government has withdrawn funds for fighting livestock diseases, rural dwellers have
turned to poaching.
Zimbabwe’s hunting industry, lacking government interest in the overall wildlife picture, is in disarray.
In 2011, after days of debate, 1000 members at the International Union for the Conservation of Nature Assembly (IUCN) confirmed, “well-managed recreational hunting has a role in the managed sustainable
consumptive use of wildlife populations”. Ecologist and resource economist, Professor Brian Child of the
University of Florida, says the game ranching economy – as opposed to cattle ranching in Africa, “is a legitimate option that should be supported by those serious about the future of Africa’s biodiversity”
Hanks’ believes that if trade in rhino horn were legalised, at least 1kg could be harvested annually from
each animal without a single rhino having to die. Had South Africa been left to establish its own wildlife
strategy and allowed the sustainable hunting of rhino and the harvesting of horn, had hunters been allowed
to export their trophies, the animal would probably be in less danger today.
Hunters have been blamed for depleting the gene pool, and game numbers by going for males in their
prime, Hank disputes this by saying the reverse is true. He feels trophy heads are about the same as they
were 50 years ago and once the young males can replace the old the harems are often split up and impregnation rises.
Award-winning environmentalist, Glen Martin, in his 2012 book, Game Changer: Animal Rights and the
Fate of Africa’s Wildlife, compares Kenya’s failing wildlife protectionist policy with developments in Namibia and South Africa.
“Unfortunately, an objective assessment of conservation benefits is rarely the primary concern of animal
rights groups” he said.
Saturday Star May 31 2014

Our Conservancies Comments on the above article will be appreciated
and will be printed in the next edition
WE CAN HELP IDENTIFY WILDLIFE

NACSSA IS ON FACEBOOK

Please send us pictures of any wildlife be it
plants, mammals, reptiles etc. The GCSA and
NACSSA have an extensive library to help
identify any species. We also have close contacts with other environmental organisations.
Our Secretary will come back to you ASAP
with an answer.

Please go to our page – NACSSA, and LIKE it!

CULLINAN IS ON FACEBOOK
Please go to our page – Cullinan, and LIKE it!

KORSMAN IS ON FACEBOOK
Please go to their page – Korsman, and LIKE it!
Go to your Facebook page, search and click on name
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DR IAN PLAYER: NATURE LOVER WHO ‘SAVED’ WHITE RHINO (1927 – 2014)

He said that a person’s success “can be judged by the number of enemies he’s made”
While serving with the South African Armoured Division as a gunner, in Italy in 1945, Ian Player
decided that if he survived the war he would travel down the rivers of Natal. Fulfilling that promise
would dramatically affect his life and wildlife conservation in Zululand.
In December 1951, 300 people came to watch Player and seven other canoeists set off from
Pietermaritzburg on the first official Dusi Race. He was the only finisher but due to being late for
work was fired from his job.
In 1952 he began working as a game ranger for the Natal Parks Board. In 1953, he was sent to
Umfolozi to do the first rhino count. In three days of low-flying, Player and the pilot counted 437
white rhino. The white rhino would come to symbolise his greatest contribution to conservation.
By the mid ‘60’s the rhino population had recovered so well in the Umfolozi Game Reserve that
the parks board was left with two options: culling or translocation. Culling was deemed unacceptable for a species that had only just been declared saved, Player and his rangers set to work on
Operation Rhino, darting and relocating animals. The work had been transformed by the development of a dart gun and safe immobilising drugs.
Conservationists were concerned that the end of colonial rule in Africa had seen the collapse of
wildlife populations. Player lobbied hard to sell white rhino to overseas zoos but met with considerable resistance from parks board officials. In 1970 the first animals set sail from Durban, bound
for Whipsnade Zoo in the UK. By 1972 1109 white rhinos had been sold.
Player was promoted to Chief Conservator of Zululand’s Parks in 1964, holding the post for 10
years before leaving to concentrate on the Wilderness Foundation, which he had established in
1972. The foundation was dedicated to raising funds for his Wilderness Leadership School.
The purpose of the school was to take young people and influential leaders on wilderness trails
inside game parks. The trails, Player ran with long time mentor Magqubu Ntombela, attracted the
support of such luminaries as Laurens van der Post, Mangosuthu Buthelezi, banker Edmund de
Rothschild and National Party cabinet minister Piet Koornhof, all of whom Player counted as
close friends.
Van der Post introduced Player to the works of Carl Jung which led him to define himself as a
Hero Saviour, the archetype that draws society’s attention to its mistakes. That certainty underpinned his vehement opposition to the mining of St Lucia’s sand dunes for heavy metals. The
fight between environmental campaigners, with Player as their figurehead and Richards Bay Minerals, dragged on for more than a decade. Player’s stance was criticised by many, who said the
needs of people had to be balanced with the needs of the environment.
Sunday Times 7 December 2014

